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Voila, The Lesson Templates


The Voila Lesson gets created with templates (.tmp files) located under “templates/lessons/v1” using PHP and pear.php.net template technology. 

The template files are:

browserdetect.tmp

forwardLesson.tmp

lesson_demonstration.tmp

lesson_introduction.tmp

lesson_support_material.tmp

support_material_screen.tmp

support_material_standards.tmp

support_material_toc.tmp

transcript_frame.tmp

transcript_pf.tmp

The structure of a Voila Lesson:

· Introduction (# of files: 1)

Template: lesson_introduction.tmp

Filename: introduction.html

Dependencies: uploaded media clip, transcript (.pf and .frame).

· Main Clips (# of files: 0 to many)

Template: lesson_demonstration.tmp 

Filename: video_demos/L{ID}.D{DEMOID}.{TYPE}.video_demo.html

Dependencies: uploaded media clip, transcript (.pf and .frame).

· Support Materials (# of files: 1)

Template: lesson_support_material.tmp 

Filename: support_material.html

Dependencies: uploaded documents, support_material_screen.tmp, support_material_standards.tmp, support_material_toc.tmp.

Other dependent Files and Folders for each of the given main lesson files are: css, images, javascript, static, dynamic which are all located in the lessons/ directory.

· Most of what takes place during a lesson generation is placing correct associated file path in the Lesson Templates (.tmp files) that will actually contain the Dependency Files. These are important for the lessons layout and internal links to work correctly. 

· Other content has to be created first. It can be loaded from database and manipulated with to some other content. This could be the appropriate html tags or some layout scheme that gets created. This is what happens with the Voila Lesson Names, Titles and Media clips.

A template (.tmp file) will have the variable name placed with a begin bracket ‘{‘ and an end bracket ‘}’ in which a name is placed with capital letters for simplicity like {FILLME}.

Voila uses the Pear.php.net files and in particular the IT.php file for this method. 

These brackets are then filled out by some Lesson content loaded from the system file voila_generateLesson.php. The content in the .tmp files are then being placed with calls like this:

    $a_php_obj->setVariable("FILLME", $somestuff);

In some of the templates there will be a block like this:

<! - - BEGIN SOMETHING - - >

{FILLME}

<! - - END SOMETHING - - >

This is being used when some fillme content gets repeated. A typical example would be for each of the Support Materials Documents where each item consists of a Name, Description and a Link to the file. This would be one block that gets repeatedly filled, with the number of items that exist.

· Some places you can have areas where it is either this or that which gets filled. That is if a block with the BEGIN and END tags never gets called from the system file like voila_generateLesson.php. Then it simply won’t end up in the output file. This is the situation with the MAIN and NAV4 block files.

All of the link tags that get placed in the template file are being loaded from a simple XML file placed under ‘XML/files/’. Here you can find the matching instance XML file for the output a user chooses to generate.

Example:

The data from PREVIEW.xml will get read and stored in an array called $_CONFIG and is being used and referred to in several places in the voila_generateLesson.php when a ‘Preview Lesson’ instance is being created. 

Example:

· The FILEROOT tag is the folder location on the server where the voila_generateLesson.php system file should output the completed generated lesson. 

· The TEMPLATES indicate where it should find the lesson templates to create.

Currently voila have 2 folders with lesson templates. 

· The first one v1/ contains the original layout where the backgrounds are images. This is the only version that supports old browsers such as Netscape 4.

· The second v2/ are made with only CSS style sheets and very similar. With this you can modify all the viewable colors into your preferable color layout. This version only uses style sheets and does not have the older browser support for Netscape 4 and Macintosh Windows Explore.

The files are in general simply html files with structured CSS style sheet and should with the above knowledge be simple to manipulate. 

Some content are attached from a JavaScript file and its content can be replaced by locating that appropriate file or JavaScript variable. 

To Change between templates:
When you choose i.e. Preview Lesson an XML file is read and its content has a variable called TEMPLATES. This is the absolute path of the location to the template files. The XML file has other required information such as output path etc and variable path which are being used by voila_generateLesson.php.

To change from v1 to v2 templates: Find the XML file for your Lesson Generation process. (i.e. PREVIEW.xml under XML/files/PREVIEW.xml). Then modify the template location to ‘…./v2’ instead of ‘…./v1’. You will then be using the templates located at ‘templates/lessons/v2’ for the “Preview Lesson”.

� To create a lesson with other templates you would just modify this location. Each of the lesson files in the template/v1/ folder would have to match its old names but folder and location could be any on your server. 





